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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 7, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12 and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US2001/0004269 to Shibata. Referring to claim 
12, Shibata discloses a portable electronic device (see Fig. 1) comprising a first body 
(10) through which a first rotational axis (31) extends, a second body (20/30) connected 
to the first body (10) at the point on the first body through which the first rotational axis 
(31) extends, said second body including a first (30) and second portion (20) and further 
comprising a second rotational axis (32), wherein the second portion (20) of said 
second body is rotatable, separate from the first portion (30), about the second 
rotational axis (32) through an arc of at least 180 degrees, and wherein said entire 
second body (20/30) is rotatable about the first axis (31) through an arc of at least 90 
degrees away from the first body, wherein the first body (10) has a depression implicitly 
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formed therein, the depression (not numbered) adapted to support at least one button 
(17) such that the at least one button does not protrude from the first body (10) and 
such that the at least one button is covered by the second body (20/30) upon rotation of 
the second body approximately 0 degree around the first axis and such that the at least 
one button is used to change or select information displayed on a display panel (see 
Figs. 4, 5 and 9), wherein the second body (20/30) is temporarily tightened upon 
rotation of the second body approximately 90 degrees around the first axis (see 
paragraph 0214). 

Referring to claim 14, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein the first 
and second axes are perpendicular to each other. See Fig. 1 . 

Referring to claim 15, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein one of 
the first (10) or second (20/30) bodies includes a display (21). See Fig. 1 . 

Referring to claim 16, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein one of 
the first or second bodies includes a key pad. See Fig. 9. 

Referring to claim 17, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein one of 
the first or second bodies includes a track pad. See Fig. 11 and paragraph 0162-0163. 

Referring to claim 18, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein one of 
the first or second bodies is configured to receive a memory card. See paragraph 0227. 

Referring to claim 19, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein the 
second rotational axis (32) is interlocked with a power switch of the portable electronic 
device, and the power switch is turned on when the second portion of the second body 
rotates more than a predetermined angle. See Fig. 14 and paragraphs 0142-0144. 
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Referring to claim 20, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein the 
device is a cellular telephone. See paragraphs 0032-0037. 

Referring to claim 21, Shibata discloses the device as claimed, wherein the 
device is a portable dictionary. See paragraph 0067. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over NEC Corp. (JP 2000-196720 A, hereon NEC 720) in view of U.S. Patent No. 

5,485,517 to Gray. Referring to claim 1, NEC 720 discloses a portable display 

apparatus comprising a main body (6) substantially in the form of a rectangular solid 

and having a main surface (5), and a cover (3) that has one surface (2) facing the main 

body and having substantially the same dimensions as those of the main surface of the 

main body, wherein the cover (3) has a support portion (22) and a display portion (20) 

arranged along a longitudinal direction thereof, and the support portion (22) is coupled 

to the main body (5) at a position apart from the center along the longitudinal direction 

thereof through a first axis (8) that is perpendicular to the main surface of the main 

body, and pivotable around the first axis on the main surface of the main body, and 

the display portion (20) has arranged thereon a display panel facing the main body, and 

is coupled to the support portion through a second axis (7) that is perpendicular to the 
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first axis, and pivotable around the second axis, wherein upon rotation of the support 
portion (22) approximately 90 degrees around the first axis, the display portion is 
rotatable separate from the support portion approximately 180 degrees around the 
second axis. NEC 720 also inherently teaches a "depression formed therein, the 
depression adapted to support at least one button (21) such that the at least one button 
does not protrude from the main body (5) and such that the at least one button (21) is 
covered by the cover (3) when the cover is in a closed position," as shown in Figs. 1 
and 4. The functional recitation that the button is "used to change or select information 
displayed on the display panel" is not given patentable weight. See Figs. 1-4. 

NEC 720 does not specifically teach the cover temporarily tightened upon 
rotation of the cover approximately 90 degrees around the first axis. Gray teaches a 
wireless telephone having swivel chassis (see Fig. 2) with a locking mechanism to lock 
the chassis sections against relative rotation at both the open and closed positions. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the NEC 720 device to include a locking mechanism to lock the 
main body and cover sections against relative rotation at both the open and closed 
positions, as taught by Gray, since the device of Gray would allow for pivotal collapsing 
and opening at various angles for the NEC 720 device. 

Referring to claim 2, NEC 720 discloses a portable display apparatus as 
substantially claimed, except for the display panel having its aspect ratio set to be 16:9, 
and the longitudinal direction of the display panel corresponds to the longitudinal 
direction of the main body before being pivoted. It is noted; however, that AAPA 
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(Applicant Admitted Prior Art) as set forth in page 2, starting at line 11, teaches a 
display of dimension 16:9, and being aligned in either direction. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to further modify the device of NEC720 in view of Gray with the display taught by AAPA 
for better visual use of the display. 

Referring to claim 8, NEC 720 discloses a portable display apparatus as 
claimed, wherein the second axis (7) is arranged at one side of the cover (3) 
corresponding to the pivot direction around the first axis. See Fig. 2. 

Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over NEC 
720 in view of Gray, and further in view of Toshiba Corp. (JP 10-312334 A, hereon 
Toshiba. Referring to claims 3-5, NEC 720 as modified discloses the device as 
substantially claimed, except for the display panel displays data stored in a 
semiconductor storage medium which is a detachable memory card and is able to be 
inserted into an insertion slot formed at one end of the main body. Toshiba teaches a 
display panel (11) that displays data stored in a semiconductor storage medium (3) that 
is capable of being inserted into an insertion slot (18) formed at one end of a main body 
(1b). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the device of NEC720 in view of Gray with the 
semiconductor storage medium taught by Toshiba to increase amount of storage space 
for the device. 

Claims 6, 7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over NEC 720 in view of Gray, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,850,784 to 
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SanGiovanni. NEC 720 as modified discloses the device as substantially claimed, 
except for one end of the main body along the longitudinal direction coupled to the 
support portion and corresponding one end of the support portion are formed into a 
round shape, and the first axis is located at substantially the center of the rounded 
portion, and the end of the rounded portion of the support portion has arranged thereon 
an operation unit that controls displaying data on the display panel. SanGiovanni 
teaches a display apparatus (100, fig. 1) comprising a main body (104) having one end 
(to the right of 104 in fig. 1) along a longitudinal direction coupled to a support portion 
(left portion of 102) of a cover (102) and corresponding one end of the support portion 
are formed into round shape (shown in fig. 1), and the end of the rounded portions of 
the support portion and the main body have been arranged thereon operation units (116 
and 120) that controls displaying data on the display panel. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the NEC 720 device with the display apparatus 
taught by SanGiovanni for a better ergonomic fit. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over NEC 720 
in view of Gray, and further in view of NEC 2000-691 58( , hereon '1 58). NEC 720 as 
modified discloses the device as substantially claimed, except for the second axis is 
interlocked with a power switch of the portable display apparatus, and the power switch 
is turned on when the display portion rotates more than a predetermined angle. NEC 
'158 teaches a power switch (43) interlocked with an axis (13), which is turned on when 
the cover portion (12) rotates more than a predetermined angle (see paragraph [0012]) 
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for power savings and user convenience. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the device of 
NEC720 in view of Gray with the power switch taught, by NEC '158 to save power 
when not in use and for user convenience. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over NEC 
720 in view of Gray, and further in view Sony Corp. (JP 2002-9907 A, hereon Sony). 
NEC 720 as modified disclose the device as claimed, except for the main surface of 
the main body has formed thereon a track pad that is a planate pointing device. Sony 
teaches a display apparatus (fig. 2) comprising a track pad (9) that is a planate pointing 
device being provided on a main surface of a main body (10) of the display apparatus 
for operational convenience. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the device of NEC 720 in 
view of Gray with the track pad taught by Sony for operational convenience. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose 
telephone number is 571-272-2042. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 
(6:00-3:30) First Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash N. Gandhi can be reached on 571-272-3740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 8, 2007 
aqe 




